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Affiliated to GNAS, West Midlands Archery Society and Staffordshire Archery Society
Constitution and Rules
Constitution

1. Name  

1.1. The Club shall be known as Stafford Archers (hereinafter referred to as the Club).

1.2. The Club Incorporates Stafford Junior Archers.
1.3. This Constitution incorporates the Rules following.
2. Address

2.1. The postal address of the Club is that of the current Club Secretary, or of the current Chairman if the post of secretary is vacant

3. Object

3.1. The object for which the Club is established is to promote and encourage the sport of archery. In furtherance of this object the Club shall:
3.1.1. 
Affiliate to Staffordshire Archery Society.
3.1.2. 
Invest monies of the Club not immediately required in such investments as may be thought fit.

3.1.3. 
Do all other lawful things necessary to carry out the objects of the Club, provided that:

3.1.3.1. In raising funds the Club shall not undertake any permanent trading activities

3.1.3.2. The income and property of the Club shall be used only to promote the objects of the Club as set out in this constitution
4. Dissolution
4.1. In the event of the dissolution of the Club, the assets shall be disposed of as directed by the General Meeting approving the dissolution. The assets shall not be distributed amongst the Members of the Club, but shall be transferred to some other organisation having similar objectives to the Club.

5. Amendments
5.1.  The Club Constitution and Rules may only be amended at a General Meeting of the Club
The Rules
1. THE CLUB
1.1. The purpose of the Club shall be for the practice of all forms of archery governed by the FITA Constitution and the GNAS rules of shooting.  The Club recognises all types of bow permitted by the FITA Constitution and rule 7.3 and GNAS Rules of Shooting Part 2, Bow styles with the exception of crossbows.
1.2. Permitted forms of archery shall be as follows: Outdoor and Indoor Target Archery, Field Archery, Flight Shooting, Traditional Longbow, Popinjay, Archery golf and darts, plus other forms of local archery at the discretion of the Committee.
1.3. The shooting regulations as prescribed in the G.N.A.S. rules of shooting shall be accepted as governing the relevant branches of the sport of archery practised by the Club and its Members.
1.4. All Members shall accept the jurisdiction of the Club and shall conform to such conditions, shooting rules and regulations as may be determined from time to time by the Committee, or by General or Extraordinary Meeting.
1.5. The Club shall consist of a Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, and Members (adult and junior). Membership will fall into one of the following categories:
1.5.1.  Adult Members are those who are 18 years of age and over and have paid all fees due to the Club.
1.5.2.  Junior Members are those under 18 years of age who have paid all fees due to the Club.
1.5.3.  Associate Members (Junior and Senior) are those members whose primary affiliation is through another club. Associate members enjoy all benefits of full membership except for voting rights at general meetings, and committee membership. The Associate Membership shall not exceed 10 in number.
1.5.4. Non Shooting Associate Members are those Non-shooting Members whose primary affiliation is through another club. Rights as per Associate Members.
1.5.5. Non-shooting Members are members who do not take part in archery but help in organisation and administrative functions in a voluntary capacity, and enjoy voting rights at general meetings. 
1.5.6. Life members are Honorary Members see 6.4
1.5.7. Open membership. Membership of the club shall be open to anyone interested in the sport of archery regardless of age, ability, disability, gender, race, ethnicity, sexuality, nationality, religious belief, or socio/economic status, only subject to available places.
1.6. Coaches. Each coach’s qualification to coach will be recorded by the secretary upon presentation of the coach’s GNAS card.. Visiting coaches (not members of Stafford Archers) may only coach by agreement with Stafford Archers Coaching Team, and must present a copy of their CRB certificate, Coaching Certificate and GNAS membership card before being allowed to coach within the club.
1.7. The club shall ensure that adequate insurance is taken out to cover liability and property risks.
2. CLUB MANAGEMENT
2.1. The management of the Club shall be by a Committee, elected in General Meeting and shall consist of at least Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary (The Officers) and one Member per ten Club Members or part thereof.
2.2. The holders of the three main offices must be Adult Members
2.3. A Committee meeting shall be held regularly and monthly when possible, to conduct the day to day business of the Club.

2.4. Not more than one of the three Officers may be from one household or family.
2.5. The power of co-option is vested in the committee. 

2.6. A quorum of the Committee shall consist of any three Members of the Committee provided it includes two from the Chairman, Treasurer or Secretary.
3. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
3.1. There shall be a General Meeting once a year to elect the officers and Committee, and to make or alter the rules as here laid down.
3.2. Committee Members and officers shall be elected annually at the Annual General meeting
3.3. The period of office of Committee Members shall commence at the end of the meeting at which they are elected.
3.4. The Club shall cause to be prepared, and shall present at the Annual General Meeting, a Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure sheet, showing the financial position of the Club on the last day of February of the financial year just ended. 
3.5. The Annual General Meeting shall be held before the end of April, at a place to be determined by the Club Committee.  Not less than twenty-one clear days notice of such meetings shall be sent to each Club Member. The notice will be deemed to have been served by sending the notice by email to the member’s last known email address, posting on the web site, www.staffordarchers.com, and posting on the club notice board.
3.6. The constitution of the Club shall not be altered or amended except at the Annual General Meeting or at an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Club.  Members wishing to make such a proposition to the Secretary should do so at least twenty-eight days before the General Meeting at which such a proposition is to be considered.
3.6.1. Notice of such proposition, which it is intended to move, shall be sent to all Members entitled to receive notice of such a meeting.
3.7. Proceedings at General Meetings

3.7.1. The ordinary business of the Annual general meeting shall be:

3.7.1.1. To Present the Notice of the Meeting

3.7.1.2. To Receive the Report of the auditor

3.7.1.3. To approve the annual accounts

3.7.1.4. To hear and approve the report of the chairman, on behalf of the committee
3.7.1.5. To appoint the auditor for the following year

3.7.1.6. To elect new committee Members

3.7.2.  Any other business conducted at the Annual General Meeting shall be called Special Business and will be detailed in the Agenda. No other business will be conducted at the Annual General Meeting.

3.7.3. No businesses shall be conducted at a General Meeting unless a quorum is present when the meeting proceeds to business. One quarter of Voting Members shall form a quorum.

3.7.4. If half an hour past the set time for the start of the meeting a quorum is not present the meeting shall stand adjourned to such other time and place as the Chairman shall appoint, and if at the adjourned meeting a quorum is not present at half an hour past the set time, then those Members present shall form a quorum.

3.7.5. The Club Chairman shall take the chair at every General Meeting. If the Chairman is not present within 15 minutes after the appointed time then the Members present will appoint one of their number to take the chair.

3.7.6. Subject to rule 1.5 each Adult and Junior Member shall be entitled to one vote.
3.7.7. In the event of a tie the Chairman shall be entitled to a casting vote.

4. EMERGENCIES AND EXTRAORDINARY MEETINGS

4.1. The Club Committee can, or at the request of one quarter of voting Members shall, call an Extraordinary General Meeting.  Not less than twenty-one clear day’s notice of such meetings shall be sent to Club Members.

4.1.1. Notice of any proposition, which it is intended to move, shall be sent to all Club Members entitled to receive notice of the meeting.

4.2. In the case of emergency, any two of the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, plus at least one other Committee Member shall together have full emergency powers to act.  Such emergency action to be ratified at the next Committee Meeting or at an Emergency Committee Meeting.  Notwithstanding this, any Member has the right to call an Extraordinary Meeting in accordance with Rule 4.1 to discuss the actions of the Officers.

5. JUNIORS
5.1. Junior Members must be supervised by a parent / nominated responsible adult at all times.
5.2. The number of Junior Members shall not exceed 40% of the total membership.
5.3. The club will support the GNAS Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults Policy and appoint a Child Protection Officer.
5.4. Children & Vulnerable Adults Protection Statement.
‘This club believes that when dealing with children and vulnerable adults, their welfare should always be of paramount importance. We are committed to providing an environment where young people can learn and participate in a sport free from harassment and abuse. All those people working with children have a moral responsibility to safeguard and promote a child’s welfare. This club has therefore adopted the GNAS Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults Policy to ensure peace of mind for both adults and children.’
5.5. The club will operate an “open door” policy and keep juniors and parents advised of club and coaching practices and policies.
5.6. Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) checks will be carried out on all Coaches, the Chairman, the Child Protection Officer and any other member as decided by the committee from time to time.
6. MEMBERSHIP AND DISCIPLINE
6.1. New membership shall be at the discretion of the Committee.
6.2. All shooting Members will be affiliated to GNAS, the West Midlands Archery Society (Regional) and Staffordshire Archery Society (County). Non shooting members will be members of the Club only.
6.3. If, in the opinion of the Committee, any Member shall have been guilty of conduct which makes it undesirable that they remain a Member of the Club then a special meeting of the Committee shall be called.  The Committee may expel such a Member, after a hearing, without being called upon to state a reason to any but the Member concerned. However, the Member has the right to appeal to an open meeting of the Club where their case will be heard by the membership.  The cost of such an appeal to be borne by the Member concerned unless otherwise decided at the meeting.
6.4. Any Member, whom the Club may wish to honour for distinguished service to the Club, may be elected at a General Meeting of the Club as an Honorary Member for life or for a specified period of time, under such conditions as may be determined by the committee from time to time, including voting rights.
7. FINANCES
7.1. An auditor, who is not a Committee Member of the Club, shall be appointed annually by the Officers of the Club.
7.2. A copy of the Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure account, duly certified by the Auditor, shall be available at the General Meeting.
7.3. A bank account shall be maintained in the name of the Club.  All cheques and orders withdrawing monies from the account shall be signed by any two of the Club Chairman, Treasurer or Secretary.
7.4. All Members shall be liable to pay an annual membership fee and target fees the levels of which to be determined at a General Meeting. 
7.5. Visiting archers must be Members of GNAS and must show their membership card. They will be required to pay target fees, as determined by the Committee from time to time, and may only shoot by arrangement.

8. ALTERATIONS TO THE RULES
8.1. Additional rules may be promulgated by the Club Committee from time to time in the interests of safety and security, subject only to the requirement that these Rule changes shall be ratified by Members in General meeting in due course.
8.2. The Rules of the Club may otherwise only be altered, amended, repealed or added to by special resolution of the Members in General Meeting.

8.3. No alteration shall be made to these Rules that would have the effect of putting them into conflict with the constitution of Stafford Archers, GNAS, or of the Regional, or County bodies to which the Club is affiliated.
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